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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 

Congress, I am privileged to honor James J. 
Pavlicin, whose life and service reflect great 
credit upon himself, his family, and his com-
munity. He will be remembered as a man who 
selflessly answered his country’s call; as a de-
voted husband, father, grandfather, great- 
grandfather, son, brother, and uncle; and as 
an important part of Florida’s 13th Congres-
sional District. My wife Laura and I offer our 
prayers for his wife, Mary; children, Jim, Bill, 
Jo, and Bob; and the rest of his large, loving 
family, as we remember and honor the life of 
Jim Pavlicin. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MAY 
YING MARY YANG 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of May Ying Mary 
Yang of Merced, California who passed away 
on November 22, 2015, at the age of 69. Mrs. 
Yang’s family and friends will miss her greatly 
as she dedicated her life to assisting those 
she met and always strived to make a dif-
ference in the community. 

May Ying Mary Yang was born on October 
1, 1946 in Xieng Khouang, Laos. When she 
was 15 years old, she married a military man, 
Ge Paul Yang, whom she would spend the 
rest of her life with. In 1975, the Yang family 
made the decision to flee from the war in Viet-
nam with their 8 children in order to seek ref-
uge in a refugee camp in Thailand, prior to im-
migrating to the United States. When they ar-
rived to the refugee camp, the Yang family 
had no money or food for their children and 
faced numerous hardships. Additionally, while 
living in the refugee camp, the family wit-
nessed many children dying from malnutrition 
and diseases. It goes without saying that Mrs. 
Yang overcame many struggles in her life and 
managed to persevere in order to provide her 
family with a safe future lifestyle. 

Throughout her life, Mrs. Yang touched 
many lives. Her commitment to her husband, 
Ge Paul Yang played a huge role in his ca-
reer. Further, Mrs. Yang was known as an in-
telligent woman with a big heart, who was 
compassionate and always encouraging. She 
actively made a difference in her community 
alongside her husband, preparing meals, plan-
ning community events, and engaging in so-
cial work. The Yang family did this as a 
means to maintain a strong Hmong group 
within the community. 

Mrs. Yang’s work led to more Hmong indi-
viduals believing in the concept of ‘‘giving 
more than what one is called upon to give.’’ 
Her work was instrumental to the development 
of the belief that women should be equal and 
that equality is not based on gender. These 
beliefs were instilled in Mrs. Yang’s children 
and she always encouraged them to succeed. 

Further, the dedication Mrs. Yang had to 
serving her community; her integrity, honor, 
and long service to the Central Valley made 
her a cherished figure. Her commitment to 
family and to her community will forever live in 
the lives of the people she touched. It is my 
honor to join Mrs. Yang’s family in celebrating 
a life that will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering a great woman of tireless 
service and dedication to her community. Mrs. 
Yang’s memory will live on through her family 
and be remembered by our entire community. 
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TO AMPLIFY CONCERNS OF IMMI-
GRANT DEATHS IN PRIVATE 
PRISONS 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
submit the first sections of a terrific article, en-
titled, ‘This Man Will Almost Certainly Die’ by 
Seth Freed Wessler, and published by The 
Nation. As we continue to discuss Criminal 
Justice Reform, I hope that this article can be 
invaluable resource to my colleagues. 

Where Claudio Fagardo-Saucedo grew up, 
on the colonial streets of the Mexican city of 
Durango, migrating to the United States was 
almost a rite of passage. It was following the 
stream of departures from Durango in the 
1980s that the lanky young man left his fam-
ily and traveled north. His mother, Julieta 
Saucedo Salazar, heard that he’d found jobs 
working as a laborer in Los Angeles. But 
they soon lost touch. ‘‘We did not know 
much about him, really,’’ his younger sister 
told me. 

This article was reported in partnership 
with the Investigative Fund at the Nation 
Institute, with support from the Puffin 
Foundation. It will be part of the February 6 
episode of Reveal, a new podcast and public 
radio show produced by The Center for Inves-
tigative Reporting and PRX. Fagardo- 
Saucedo worked, his jobs sometimes taking 
him out of California, and occasionally he 
got into trouble—once for ‘‘possession for 
sale’’ of cocaine, another time for stealing 
jewelry. Every seven or eight years, his 
mother recalled, he’d return to her house— 
but never by choice. ‘‘They caught him all 
the time for being illegal,’’ Julieta said. She 
always hoped her wandering son might stay, 
get to know the family again, but he never 
did. ‘‘He would be here a month, and then 
he’d go again.’’ 

In the summer of 2003, immigration agents 
detained Fagardo-Saucedo on his way back 
to California, but this time the Border Pa-
trol referred him to federal prosecutors, who 
charged him with ‘‘illegal re-entry,’’ or re-
turning to the United States after deporta-
tion. He served nearly five years before being 
sent back to Mexico. Again, he tried to re-
turn. Early one morning in August of 2008, 
Fagardo-Saucedo triggered an infrared sen-
sor as he and two others ran across the bor-
der near Tijuana. He pleaded guilty in a U.S. 
District Court to another ‘‘illegal re-entry’’ 
charge. The judge sentenced him to four 
years in federal prison. 

When Fagardo-Saucedo arrived at Reeves, 
a prison complex in rural West Texas, he en-
tered a little-known segment of the federal 
prison system. Over the previous decade, 
elected officials and federal agencies had 
quietly recast the relationship between 
criminal justice and immigration enforce-
ment. These changes have done as much to 
bloat the federal prison population as the 
War on Drugs; they have also helped make 
Latinos the largest racial or ethnic group 
sentenced to federal custody. 

Until the 1990s, border crossing was almost 
always treated as a civil offense, punishable 
by deportation. But in the late 1980s, Con-
gress started to change that. By 1996, cross-

ing the border after deportation was punish-
able by years of imprisonment, with en-
hanced sentences for people previously con-
victed of crimes—most often drug offenses. 
Though federal investigators have found no 
evidence that criminalization has reduced 
the pace of border crossings over the long 
term, prosecutions for illegal entry and re- 
entry rose from fewer than 4,000 a year at the 
start of Bill Clinton’s presidency, to 31,000 in 
2004 under George W. Bush, to a high of 91,000 
in 2013 under President Obama. 

By the late 1990s, the flood of inmates from 
this new class of prisoner, coupled with a 
raging War on Drugs, sent the Bureau of 
Prisons searching for places to put them. 
The BOP turned to private companies to op-
erate a new type of facility, low-security 
prisons designed to hold only noncitizens 
convicted of federal crimes. As of June 2015, 
these facilities—which are distinct from im-
migration detention centers, where people 
are held pending deportation—housed nearly 
23,000 people. 

Three private companies now run 11 immi-
grant-only contract prisons. Five are run by 
the GEO Group, four by the Corrections Cor-
poration of America, and two by a privately 
held company called the Management & 
Training Corporation. (A third MTC prison 
was recently shut down after inmates ran-
sacked it in a protest.) Except for a prison 
largely used to house inmates from Wash-
ington, DC, these 11 facilities are the only 
privately run prisons in the federal criminal- 
justice system. In 2013, the BOP spent rough-
ly $625 million on them. The contracts in-
clude the provision of medical care, for 
which the companies often hire health-serv-
ices subcontractors. In one such facility in 
Reeves County, Texas, the BOP entered into 
an agreement with the county, which in turn 
hired GEO to operate the prison and Correct 
Care Solutions to manage prison healthcare. 

The BOP’s contracts with these facilities 
are meant to cut costs. Though the prisons 
are part of the federal infrastructure, the 
companies that run them operate under a 
different—and less stringent—set of rules in 
order to allow cost-cutting innovations. As a 
retired BOP contracting official said in an 
interview, ‘‘The more specificity you put in 
the contract, the more money the contrac-
tors are going to want for performing the 
service.’’ 

At least five times since 2008, inmates have 
rioted in the BOP’s contract prisons. The un-
rest has often come after medical-care com-
plaints. (Pecos Enterprise, Smokey Briggs / 
AP) 

Repeated federal audits and reports have 
found these facilities to be in crisis. Prison 
medical care is notoriously bad, but for 
years, immigrant- and prisoner-rights advo-
cates have sounded the alarm about these 
sites in particular, describing them as sepa-
rate and unequal, segregated on the basis of 
citizenship. ‘‘These prisons operate without 
the same systems of accountability as reg-
ular Bureau of Prisons facilities, and pris-
oners suffer,’’ said Carl Takei, an ACLU at-
torney who coauthored a 2014 report docu-
menting the subpar conditions. 

Yet the full scale of the medical neglect at 
these immigrant-only contract prisons has 
remained opaque—until now. After two years 
of negotiations with the BOP in and out of 
federal court over an open-records request, I 
obtained more than 9,000 pages of medical 
records that contractors submitted to the 
BOP. They include the records for 103 of at 
least 137 people who have died in federal con-
tract prisons from 1998 (the year after the 
first one opened) through the end of 2014. The 
records all concern men; women are sent to 
regular BOP-run prisons. The documents in-
clude nurse and doctor notes, records from 
hospital visits, psychological files, autopsies, 
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